
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday of Advent                         November 29, 2020 

 

 
 

We’re here to shepherd Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ with all.   Come, let us worship! 

 

 

For Your Convenience...  

A room for any parents with children in need of a quiet place is located just out-
side of the back of the sanctuary. Restrooms are located in the hallway toward 
the front of the sanctuary. Please ask if you have any further questions or con-

cerns.. 

 
 

Heavenly Father, as I worship you today, curb my wandering thoughts.  Speak to 
my heart.  Encourage me with your Word, that my faith is strengthened, my   
confidence and hope renewed, and I am recommitted to  serve you faithfully. In 
Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

Prayer before worship 

Welcome to Shepherd of the Lakes   

Oh, that you would rend the 
heavens and come down! 

Isaiah 64:1 
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HYMN: CW 4………………………………..…...…………….….Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates 
 
 

 

PLEASE STAND  
 

 

INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 

CONFESSION 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 

 

C:    Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 

ABSOLUTION 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made 

us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ 

through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

DIVINE SERVICE II 
 

 

Divine Service II is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church. This order is intended to be 

used when Holy Communion is celebrated. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY  Mark 10:47 

Kyrie 

M:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

       For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all    

they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:   Lord, have mercy. 
 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 

in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C:   Christ, have mercy. 
 

M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven 

as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:   Lord, have mercy. 
 

M:   Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C: Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE:   

M: We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus who is coming again.  He will 
come to gather his people from everywhere, both the living and the dead. 

C: We remember Jesus who will come at the end of time.  None of us knows what 
day that will be. 

M: We hear his call to watch. 

C: We light one Advent candle as a sign of our watchfulness and waiting. 

M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.  

 

One Advent candle is lit.  
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T H E  W O R D  

SALUTATION 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us from 
the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 64:1-9 

Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
    that the mountains would tremble before you! 
2 As when fire sets twigs ablaze 
    and causes water to boil, 
come down to make your name known to your enemies 
    and cause the nations to quake before you! 
3 For when you did awesome things that we did not expect, 
    you came down, and the mountains trembled before you. 
4 Since ancient times no one has heard, 
    no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
    who acts on behalf of those who wait for him. 
5 You come to the help of those who gladly do right, 
    who remember your ways. 
But when we continued to sin against them, 
    you were angry. 
    How then can we be saved? 
6 All of us have become like one who is unclean, 
    and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; 
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we all shrivel up like a leaf, 
    and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 
7 No one calls on your name 
    or strives to lay hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us 
    and have given us over to our sins. 
8 Yet you, Lord, are our Father. 
    We are the clay, you are the potter; 
    we are all the work of your hand. 
9 Do not be angry beyond measure, Lord; 
    do not remember our sins forever. 
Oh, look on us, we pray, 
    for we are all your people. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY: CW Psalm 24 (page 73 in the front part of the hymnal) 

 

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Thanksgiving 
4 I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in 
him you have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and with all 
knowledge— 6 God thus confirming our testimony about Christ among you. 7 Therefore 
you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be re-
vealed. 8 He will also keep you firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

Alleluia. He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, 
Lord Jesus. Alleluia. (Revelation 22:20) 

 

PLEASE STAND  
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GOSPEL LESSON Mark 13:26-37 
 

M: The Gospel according to Mark chapter 13. 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord. 
 
26 “At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and 
glory. 27 And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 
ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens. 
28 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves 
come out, you know that summer is near. 29 Even so, when you see these things hap-
pening, you know that it is near, right at the door. 30 Truly I tell you, this generation will 
certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 31 Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will never pass away. 

The Day and Hour Unknown 
32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will 
come. 34 It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, 
each with their assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 
35 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will 
come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at 
dawn. 36 If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I 
say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 2………………………………………………..…Savior of the Nations, Come 
 

 

SERMON  

 
PLEASE STAND 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and 
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under      
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and    
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
OFFERING 

Offerings can be placed in the offering plate in the back of our sanctuary. They can also be 
mailed to our church office at 114 E. Blue Earth Avenue, Fairmont, MN 56031 or made on our 
website under the “Donate” tab at the top of the homepage or taken  to Profinium Bank in Fair-
mont   

To our visitors: Our offering is not a debt we owe God, but a way that we return to God a por-
tion of what he generously gave to us. Our motivation, then, is not obligation, but love for God. 
The members of Shepherd of the Lakes have joined together to spread God’s message both in 
this community and around the world. As our guest, please do not feel obligated to contribute.  
We’re happy that you’re with us to hear about God’s love for you. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is good and right so to do. 
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
comes with his Father to make his home in human hearts, working repentance and 
faith by his Spirit until he comes again. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts 
of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 

 

‘ 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY—Sanctus ( Latin for “Holy” ) To the tune of CW 372, “I Lay My Sins on Jesus” 
Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  
 
 
 

 

1 O holy, holy, holy 

Lord God of pow’r and might, 

Your glory, earth and heaven 

In countless ways recite. 

Hosanna! Come and save us, 

Lord God of hosts on high, 

And in your grace and mercy 

Receive our fervent cry. 

 

 

 

 

2 Hosanna in the highest! 

How truly blest is he 

Who in God’s name is coming 

To set his people free! 

He comes to bring salvation 

And with his blood outpoured, 

Deliver us from bondage— 

Hosanna, mighty Lord! 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 

your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he 

has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 
 

By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 
 

 Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 

repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 

preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 

glory everlasting. 

C: Amen.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION Matthew 26:26-28, 1 Corinthians 11:24,25 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given  thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen.  
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LAMB OF GOD -  Agnus Dei        John 1:29  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

To our visitors: Scripture teaches us that those who commune together are expressing a unity 
in faith and all of Scripture’s teachings. This is called closed communion. Therefore, if you are 
not a member of Shepherd of the Lakes, the Wisconsin Synod, or the Evangelical Lutheran Syn-
od, you will want to wait to commune with us until you’ve had the opportunity to learn more 
about what we believe and teach and then publicly express that unity at your confirmation. 
This is not a judgment in any way on your faith. Rather, we want you to be sure you agree with 
us before you express that unity at the Lord’s Table. If you are interested in learning more 
about what we believe and teach or if you have any questions, please talk with our pastor. 
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PLEASE STAND 

 

SONG OF SIMEON—Nunc Dimittis  Luke 2:29-32 

Sung to the tune of “O Savior, Precious Savior” (CW 368) 
 

1 O Lord, now let your servant  Depart in peace, assured: 
 For I have seen your promised  incarnate, saving Word— 
 A Light that will enlighten  All gloom where Gentiles dwell; 
 The brilliant, crowning glory  Of those in Israel! 

2 All glory to the Father,  All glory to the Son,  
 All glory to the Spirit,  Forever three in one; 
 For as in the beginning,  Is now, shall ever be, 
 God’s triune name resounding  Through all eternity. 

 
M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 

have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed 

our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to 

live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at 

the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

C:   Amen. 

 
BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:   Amen. 

 
PLEASE BE SEATED 

 
HYMN: CW 22………………………………………………………………O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide 
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Notes and News for November 29, 2020 

Church Decorating – All those interested are invited to enjoy their lunch brought from 
home while social distancing before helping to decorate church for advent and Christmas. 

Midweek Advent Worship—Wednesday, December 2md, begins our midweek Advent 
worship services at 7:00pm. We will be looking at “The Names by Which He Will Be 
Called” from selected readings from the prophet Isaiah. 

Men’s Saturday Morning Bible Study—Men’s Saturday Morning Bible Breakfast will 
have to currently be put on hold while the Ranch is closed. Alternatives may be discussed. 

Children’s Christmas Service—The Children’s Christmas service will be on December 
20th. The service will consist of  both our children and other members who wish to 
participate as well! Thank to all who have volunteered and to Chris Sulzle for putting our 
service together! 

COVID—With cases on the rise, we would just like to remind everyone to be vigilant in 
watching for any symptoms that you may present and that you can view our COVID-19 
Worship Preparedness Plan on our website. With our Worship Preparedness Plan, some of  
the precautions we are taking involve masking whenever possible, social distancing 6 feet 
between household whenever possible, and taking our worship folders home to be recycled 
so as to maintain a minimum amount of  contact between multiple people on similar 
surfaces or objects. 
 

Remember in your Prayers this Week 

+   Anniversaries:  Travis & Ventura Ulrich (12/3)! 

 

Coming Up this Week 

Sunday 11/29……………....................................................................................Worship 9:30am  
            .Bible Class 10:45am 
                           Sunday School 10:45am 
 

Monday 11/30……………………………………………...Weeknight Bible Class 6:30pm             
 

Wednesday 12/2………………………….………………….…..NO CONFIRMATION 

Midweek Advent Worship 7:00pm 
 

Sunday 12/6…………..…………………………..……………………....Worship 9:30am
                                                           .Bible Class 10:45am 

                                                  Sunday School 10:45am 


