
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Second Sunday of Easter                           April 11, 2021 

 

 
 

We’re here to shepherd Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good 

news of Jesus Christ with all. Come, let us worship! 

 

 

For Your Convenience...  

A room for any parents with children in need of a quiet place is located just 
outside of the back of the sanctuary. Restrooms are located in the hallway toward 
the front of the sanctuary. Please ask if you have any further questions or 
concerns. 

 

 
 

Heavenly Father, as I worship you today, curb my wandering thoughts. Speak to 
my heart.  Encourage me with your Word, that my faith is strengthened, my 
confidence and hope renewed, and I am recommitted to  serve you faithfully. In 
Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

Prayer before worship 

Welcome to Shepherd of the Lakes   
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DIVINE SERVICE I 
 

 
 

OPENING HYMN: CW 142……………………………...………………..Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 

 

PLEASE STAND 
 

 

INVOCATION 

M:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 

Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what 

is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, 

a sinner.  

 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY—Kyrie 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  

HYMN OF PRAISE: CW 154……………………………………...………………..Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M:  The Lord be with you. 

C:   And also with you. 

M:  Let us pray. 

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace. 
Come to us also by Word and Sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance 
of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY  

FIRST LESSON: Acts 18:1-11 

After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native 
of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had or-
dered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3 and because he was a tentmaker as 
they were, he stayed and worked with them. 4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in the syna-
gogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. 
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5 When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to preach-
ing, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. 6 But when they opposed Paul and be-
came abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on your 
own heads! I am innocent of it. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 
7 Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper 
of God. 8 Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and 
many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were baptized. 
9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be 
silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many 
people in this city.” 11 So Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, teaching them the word 
of God. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY: CW Psalm 16 (printed on p. 68 In the front part of your hymnal) 
 

SECOND LESSON: 1 John 1:1-4 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 

eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning 

the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you 

the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you 

what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellow-

ship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make our joy com-

plete.  

 

VERSE OF THE DAY:   
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have believed. Alleluia. (John 20:29b) 

 

PLEASE STAND 

 

THE GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 

M: The Gospel according to John chapter 20. 
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After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:  

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus Appears to his Disciples 
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the 
doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disci-
ples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And 
with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s 
sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 
 

Jesus Appears to Thomas 
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when 
Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the 
nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the 
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
 

The Purpose of John’s Gospel 
30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded 
in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was bur-

ied.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he 

will come to judge the living and the dead. 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the for-

giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 156 ……………….…………………………….. Awake, My Heart, with Gladness 

 
 

SERMON 

 

PLEASE STAND 

 

SERMON RESPONSE—Create in Me 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING 

Offerings can be placed in the offering plate in the back of our sanctuary. They can also be 
mailed to our church office at 114 E. Blue Earth Avenue, Fairmont, MN 56031 or made on 
our website under the “Donate” tab at the top of the homepage or taken  to Profinium Bank 
in Fairmont   

To our visitors: Our offering is not a debt we owe God, but a way that we return to God a por-
tion of what he generously gave to us. Our motivation, then, is not obligation, but love for 
God. The members of Shepherd of the Lakes have joined together to spread God’s message 
both in this community and around the world. As our guest, please do not feel obligated to 
contribute.  We’re happy that you’re with us to hear about God’s love for you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
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HYMN: CW 159……………………..….……………………………………………Morning Breaks upon the Tomb 
 

 

PLEASE STAND 

 
 

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from 

above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and    

edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess 

your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen.  
 
 
THE BLESSING 

M:    The Lord bless you and keep you.    

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.    

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C:   Amen.  
 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 365……………………..….………………..……......... Love Divine, All Love Excelling 

 


