
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter                         May 2, 2021 

 

 

 

We’re here to shepherd Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ with all.   Come, let us worship! 

 

 

For Your Convenience...  

A room for any parents with children in need of a quiet place is located just 
outside of the back of the sanctuary. Restrooms are located in the hallway toward 
the front of the sanctuary. Please ask if you have any further questions or 
concerns.. 

 

 

 

Heavenly Father, as I worship you today, curb my wandering thoughts.  Speak to 
my heart.  Encourage me with your Word, that my faith is strengthened, my   
confidence and hope renewed, and I am recommitted to  serve you faithfully. In 
Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

Prayer before worship 

Welcome to Shepherd of the Lakes   
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OPENING HYMN: CW 223…………………………….………….………... As We Begin Another Week 
 

PLEASE STAND 

 

INVOCATION 

M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (+)and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 
 
 

 

         CONFESSION OF SINS 

M:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have diso-

beyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed 
to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: 
Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Common Service 
Pg. 15 

      The Common Service” is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church  
               and became the service commonly used by English-speaking Lutherans in America. 
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ABSOLUTION 

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 
and of the Holy Spirit.   

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: The Lord be with you. 

 

 

 
 

M: Let us pray. 

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what 
you command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this 
world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Je-
sus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
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GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY 
FIRST LESSON: Acts 4:32-37 
32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their pos-
sessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the 
apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was 
so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For 
from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money 
from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who 
had need. 
36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son 
of encouragement”), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the 
apostles’ feet. 
 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY: CW Psalm 67 (page 91 in the front part of the hymnal) 

 

SECOND LESSON: 1 John 3:18-24 
18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 
19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in 
his presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, 
and he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have 
confidence before God 22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his 
commands and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in the 
name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 24 The one 
who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that 
he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 

 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I am the way, the truth, 
and the life, says the Lord. Alleluia. (John 14:6 cf. NIV) 
 

 

 

PLEASE STAND 
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GOSPEL LESSON: John 15:1-8 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:  

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me 
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be 
even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to 
you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are 
like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown 
into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask what-
ever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear 
much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 
 

M:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH—NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and 
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pon-
tius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glo-
rified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church.   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 283……..…………………………………..Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening 

 

SERMON 

 

PLEASE STAND 

SERMON RESPONSE: Create in Me 
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OFFERING 
Offerings can be placed in the offering plate in the back of our sanctuary. They can also be 
mailed to our church office at 114 E. Blue Earth Avenue, Fairmont, MN 56031 or made on our 
website under the “Donate” tab at the top of the homepage or taken  to Profinium Bank in Fair-
mont   

To our visitors: Our offering is not a debt we owe God, but a way that we return to God a por-
tion of what he generously gave to us. Our motivation, then, is not obligation, but love for God. 
The members of Shepherd of the Lakes have joined together to spread God’s message both in 
this community and around the world. As our guest, please do not feel obligated to contribute.  
We’re happy that you’re with us to hear about God’s love for you. 

 
  
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Taken from Christian Worship: Altar Book) 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be they name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for-
give us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

THE SACRAMENT  

PREFACE 
M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
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M:   Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 

M:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, and we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the 
true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world and by his 
resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY—Sanctus 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the for-
giveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 

 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD—Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
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DISTRIBUTION 
To our visitors: Scripture teaches us that those who commune together are expressing a unity 
in faith and all of Scripture’s teachings. This is called close communion. Therefore, if you are not 
a member of Shepherd of the Lakes, the Wisconsin Synod, or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, 
you will want to wait to commune with us until you’ve had the opportunity to learn more about 
what we believe and teach and then publicly express that unity at your confirmation. This is not 
a judgment in any way on your faith. Rather, we want you to be sure you agree with us before 
you express that unity at the Lord’s Table.  If you are interested in learning more about what 
we believe and teach or if you have any questions, please talk with our Pastor. 

  
PLEASE STAND 

 

THANKSGIVING 

SONG OF SIMEON—Nunc Dimittis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
M:  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
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M:  Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes 
from above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy 
and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and 
confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 
THE BLESSING 

M: The LORD bless you and keep you. 

 The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The LORD look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
 

 

 

 
PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

 
CLOSING HYMN: CW 323……………………………………...…….Almighty Father, Bless the Word 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


