
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent                                        March 14, 2021 

 

 
 

We’re here to shepherd Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ with all.   Come, let us worship! 

 

 

For Your Convenience...  

A room for any parents with children in need of a quiet place is located just 
outside of the back of the sanctuary. Restrooms are located in the hallway toward 
the front of the sanctuary. Please ask if you have any further questions or 
concerns.. 

 

 
 

Heavenly Father, as I worship you today, curb my wandering thoughts.  Speak to 
my heart.  Encourage me with your Word, that my faith is strengthened, my   
confidence and hope renewed, and I am recommitted to  serve you faithfully. In 
Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

Prayer before worship 

Welcome to Shepherd of the Lakes   
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 SERVICE of the Word 

Pg. 38 in Christian Worship 
 

This service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of 

God’s Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. 

 

OPENING HYMN: CW 387……………………………………………….……………….Drawn to the Cross 

PLEASE STAND 

 

GREETING 

M:  The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and   

punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting 

in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.  You are 

his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M:  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds. But we 
ask you graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with your salvation; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY 

FIRST LESSON: Numbers 21:4-9 
4 They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea,[a] to go around 
Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5 they spoke against God and against 
Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!” 
6 Then the Lord sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many 
Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke 
against the Lord and against you. Pray that the Lord will take the snakes away from 
us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 
8 The Lord said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten 
can look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then 
when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY: CW Psalm 38 (on p. 81 in the front of your hymnal) 

 
SECOND LESSON: Ephesians 2:1-10 

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to 
live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the 
air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived 
among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh[a] and following its desires 
and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his 
great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we 
were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us 
up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order 
that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed 
in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no 
one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers%2021%3A4-9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-4345a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A1-10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29233a
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VERSE OF THE DAY 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

 

PLEASE STAND 

GOSPEL LESSON: John 3:14-21 
14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted 
up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever 
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 
already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This 
is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light 
because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not 
come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the 
truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has 
been done in the sight of God. 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 107…………………………………………….……….Deep Were His Wounds  

 
SERMON 
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PLEASE STAND 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the 

dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father        

almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING Offerings can be placed in the offering plate in the back of our sanctuary. They can 
also be mailed to our church office at 114 E. Blue Earth Avenue, Fairmont, MN 56031 or made 
on our website under the “Donate” tab at the top of the homepage or taken  to Profinium Bank 
in Fairmont   

To our visitors: Our offering is not a debt we owe God, but a way that we return to God a 
portion of what he generously gave to us. Our motivation, then, is not obligation, but love for 
God. The members of Shepherd of the Lakes have joined together to spread God’s message 
both in this community and around the world. As our guest, please do not feel obligated to 
contribute.  We’re happy that you’re with us to hear about God’s love for you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Taken from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal, pg. 42 

M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us 
day after day. 

 

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 

M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us rom 
the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 

 

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and 

everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love. 

M:  Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden 
catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel 
by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.  
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C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, 

and comfort all who are old and infirm. 

M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our 
government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good 
citizenship and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, 
and well-being. 

 

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be 

peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or 

disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore. 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 Silent prayer. 

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to 

hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our 

ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory. 

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in 

your sight. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
PLEASE BE SEATED 

 
HYMN: CW 125………………………………..………………….….When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

PLEASE STAND 
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PRAYER 

M:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 

and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the 
Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.   

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 391vv1,5,6…………………………God Loved the World So that He Gave 


