
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost         September 12, 2021 

 

 
 

We’re here to shepherd Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ with all.   Come, let us worship! 

 

 

For Your Convenience...  

A room for any parents with children in need of a quiet place is located just 
outside of the back of the sanctuary. Restrooms are located in the hallway toward 
the front of the sanctuary. Please ask if you have any further questions or 
concerns.. 

 

 
 

Heavenly Father, as I worship you today, curb my wandering thoughts.  Speak to 
my heart.  Encourage me with your Word, that my faith is strengthened, my   
confidence and hope renewed, and I am recommitted to  serve you faithfully. In 
Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

Prayer before worship 

Welcome to Shepherd of the Lakes   
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 SERVICE of the Word 

Pg. 38 in Christian Worship 
 

This service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of 

God’s Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. 

 

OPENING HYMN: CW 583…………………………….…………..Now that the Daylight Fills the Sky 

PLEASE STAND 

 

GREETING 

M:  The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and   

punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting 

in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You   

are his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 
M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M:  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us 
both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and all 
evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
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PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY 

FIRST LESSON: 1 Kings 18:21-39 

21Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two 
opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.” 

But the people said nothing. 
22Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of the Lord’s prophets left, but Baal has 
four hundred and fifty prophets.23Get two bulls for us. Let Baal’s prophets choose one 
for themselves, and let them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire 
to it. I will prepare the other bull and put it on the wood but not set fire to it.24Then 
you call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of the Lord. The god who 
answers by fire—he is God.” 

Then all the people said, “What you say is good.” 
25Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one of the bulls and prepare it first, since 
there are so many of you. Call on the name of your god, but do not light the fire.”26So 
they took the bull given them and prepared it. 

Then they called on the name of Baal from morning till noon. “Baal, answer us!” they 
shouted. But there was no response; no one answered. And they danced around the 
altar they had made. 
27At noon Elijah began to taunt them. “Shout louder!” he said. “Surely he is a god! 
Perhaps he is deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be 
awakened.”28So they shouted louder and slashed themselves with swords and spears, 
as was their custom, until their blood flowed.29Midday passed, and they continued 
their frantic prophesying until the time for the evening sacrifice. But there was no 
response, no one answered, no one paid attention. 
30Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came to him, and he 
repaired the altar of the Lord, which had been torn down.31Elijah took twelve stones, 
one for each of the tribes descended from Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord had 
come, saying, “Your name shall be Israel.”32With the stones he built an altar in the 
name of the Lord, and he dug a trench around it large enough to hold two seahs of 
seed.33He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the wood. Then he 
said to them, “Fill four large jars with water and pour it on the offering and on the 
wood.” 
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34“Do it again,” he said, and they did it again. 

“Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did it the third time.35The water ran down 
around the altar and even filled the trench. 
36At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “Lord, the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and 
that I am your servant and have done all these things at your command.37Answer 
me, Lord, answer me, so these people will know that you, Lord, are God, and that you 
are turning their hearts back again.” 
38Then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and 
the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench. 
39When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, “The Lord—he is God! 
The Lord—he is God!” 

 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY: CW Psalm 46 (on p. 84 in the front of your hymnal) 

 

 

SECOND LESSON: Ephesians 6:10-18 
 10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.11Put on the full armor of God, 
so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.12For our struggle is not 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms.13Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, 
you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to 
stand.14Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the 
breastplate of righteousness in place,15and with your feet fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of peace.16In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with 
which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.17Take the helmet of 
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this 
in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE STAND 
 
 

GOSPEL LESSON: Mark 9:14-27 
14When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the 
teachers of the law arguing with them.15As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were 
overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him. 
16“What are you arguing with them about?” he asked. 
17A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a 
spirit that has robbed him of speech.18Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the 
ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your 
disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not.” 
19“You unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How 
long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me.” 
20So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a 
convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. 
21Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?” 

“From childhood,” he answered.22“It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. 
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But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.” 
23“ ‘If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for one who believes.” 
24Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my 
unbelief!” 
25When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the impure spirit. 
“You deaf and mute spirit,” he said, “I command you, come out of him and never enter 
him again.” 
26The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much 
like a corpse that many said, “He’s dead.”27But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted 
him to his feet, and he stood up. 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 447…………………………..……….Who Trusts in God, a Strong Abode  

SERMON 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the 

dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father        

almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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OFFERING 
Your offering can be placed in the offering plate in the back of our sanctuary. They can also be 
mailed to our church office at 114 E. Blue Earth Avenue, Fairmont, MN 56031 or made on our 
website under the “Donate” tab at the top of the homepage or taken  to Profinium Bank in 
Fairmont. 

To our visitors: Our offering is not a debt we owe God, but a way that we return to God a 
portion of what he generously gave to us. Our motivation, then, is not obligation, but love for 
God. The members of Shepherd of the Lakes have joined together to spread God’s message 
both in this community and around the world. As our guest, please do not feel obligated to 
contribute.  We’re happy that you’re with us to hear about God’s love for you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us 
day after day. 

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 

M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from 
the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and 
everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love. 

M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden 
catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by 
land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them. 

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, 
and comfort all who are old and infirm. 

M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our 
government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship 
and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being. 

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be 
peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or 
disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
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M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to 
hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries 
and offerings, and use them to your glory. 

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in 
your sight. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
PLEASE BE SEATED 
 
 

HYMN: CW 455v1………………………………………….….Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You 

PLEASE STAND 

 

PRAYER 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 

do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
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THE BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the 
Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.   

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

 

 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 455v2……………………………….Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You         
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Notes and News for September 12, 2021 
Prayer Requests 
As a we love each other as the body of Christ, we want to "rejoice with those who 
rejoice [and] mourn with those who mourn" (Romans 12:15). If you have any prayer 
requests, please pass them on to Pastor that we may take them to the Lord with you!  

Pastor Gone 
Pastor will be gone from the afternoon of September 12th through the afternoon of 
September 14th for a joint conference at Marine on St. Croix up by the cities. Never 
hesitate to contact Pastor for any of your needs even while he is gone! 

Sunday School 
Sunday School will be starting up September 12th at 10:45AM. If you or someone else 
you know might like to register children, register with Pastor by calling (507) 238-9663 
or emailing sotlfairmont@gmail.com. Sunday School teachers will be installed during 
our service on the following Sunday, September 19th.  

Monday Night Bible Class 
Monday night Bible Class will be returning in September. Currently it is scheduled to 
begin at 6:30pm on September 20th. We will be going through Martin Luther’s Large 
Catechism! 

Lutheran Women 
The Lutheran Women have begun meeting again on the first Thursday of the month, 
beginning at 6:00pm with a project followed by a devotion and business meeting at 
7:00pm. This is also a reminder of the Minnesota Valley Fall LWMS Rally happening on 
September 25th. If planning on attending, please RSVP to Sharon Scheff by September 
12th! 

Chimes and Choir 
It has been a long time but choir and chimes will once again be returning to Shepherd 
of the Lakes! Practices will begin on September 21st, with choir beginning at 6:30pm 
and chimes beginning at 7:30pm! If you have never played or done choir before, no 
worries! We would still love to have you and so would the Lord! 

Pastor Gone 
Elders and Council meetings are coming up this Tuesday with Elders meeting at 6:30pm 
and the Council at 7:00pm 
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Watch Our Worship Live: You can watch us worship live on Sundays 
at 9:30am by going to our YouTube page. You can scan the QR code 
to the right to be taken there! 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember in your Prayers this Week 
+   Birthdays: Travis Ulrich (9/15)! Terry Baker (9/16)! Harvey Deterling (9/17)! 

+   Anniversaries:  

+   Prayer Requests:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Coming Up this Week 
Today 9/12…………….................................................................................Worship 9:30am 

                       Bible Class 10:45am 
 

Tuesday 9/14…………………………………………………………………………………………..Elders 6:30pm 
Council 7:00pm 

           
Wednesday 9/15…………………………………………………….…..6th Grade Confirmation 4:30pm 

7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 6:00pm 
 

Thursday 9/16…………………………………………………Jesus Cares Committee Meeting 6:30pm 
 

 
Sunday 9/19……..…………….………….…...Worship (with Sunday School Installation) 9:30am 

Sunday School 10:45am 
Bible Class 10:45am 


