
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Third Sunday after Pentecost                                  June 13, 2021 

 

 
 

We’re here to shepherd Christ’s flock and seek the lost sheep by sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ with all.   Come, let us worship! 

 

 

For Your Convenience...  

A room for any parents with children in need of a quiet place is located just 
outside of the back of the sanctuary. Restrooms are located in the hallway toward 
the front of the sanctuary. Please ask if you have any further questions or 
concerns.. 

 

 
 

Heavenly Father, as I worship you today, curb my wandering thoughts.  Speak to 
my heart.  Encourage me with your Word, that my faith is strengthened, my   
confidence and hope renewed, and I am recommitted to  serve you faithfully. In 
Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

Prayer before worship 

Welcome to Shepherd of the Lakes   
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 SERVICE of the Word 

Pg. 38 in Christian Worship 
 

This service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of 

God’s Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. 

 

OPENING HYMN: CW 255…………………………….……………….Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 

PLEASE STAND 

 

GREETING 

M:  The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and   

punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting 

in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and inno-

cent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You   are his 

own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M:  Let us pray. 

O God, protector of all the faithful, you alone make strong; you alone make holy. Show 
us your mercy and forgive our sins day by day. Guide us through our earthly lives that 
we do not lose the things you have prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY 
FIRST LESSON: Ezekiel 17:22-24 

22 “‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will take a shoot from the very top of 
a cedar and plant it; I will break off a tender sprig from its topmost shoots and plant it 
on a high and lofty mountain. 23 On the mountain heights of Israel I will plant it; it will 
produce branches and bear fruit and become a splendid cedar. Birds of every kind will 
nest in it; they will find shelter in the shade of its branches. 24 All the trees of the for-
est will know that I the Lord bring down the tall tree and make the low tree grow tall. I 
dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. 

“‘I the Lord have spoken, and I will do it.’” 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY: CW Psalm 1 (on p. 64 in the front of your hymnal) 

 

SECOND LESSON: Colossians 1:3-8 
3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for 
you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for 
all God’s people— 5 the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in 
heaven and about which you have already heard in the true message of the gos-
pel 6 that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing 
throughout the whole world—just as it has been doing among you since the day you 
heard it and truly understood God’s grace. 7 You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fel-
low servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 8 and who also told us of 
your love in the Spirit.  

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
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PLEASE STAND 

 

GOSPEL LESSON: Mark 4:25-34 
25 Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what they have will 
be taken from them.” 

The Parable of the Growing Seed 
26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the 
ground. 27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, 
though he does not know how. 28 All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, 
then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts 
the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.” 

The Parable of the Mustard Seed 
30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall 
we use to describe it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on 
earth. 32 Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with 
such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.” 
33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could un-
derstand. 34 He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was 
alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Please Be Seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 188………………………………..…………….Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid  

SERMON 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spir-

it, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father        

almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
DUET………………………………………………………………….………………………..How Good It Is to Give Thanks 

Written and Composed by Robert J. Powell 

 
 
OFFERING 
Offerings can be placed in the offering plate in the back of our sanctuary. They can also be 
mailed to our church office at 114 E. Blue Earth Avenue, Fairmont, MN 56031 or made on our 
website under the “Donate” tab at the top of the homepage or taken  to Profinium Bank in Fair-
mont. 

To our visitors: Our offering is not a debt we owe God, but a way that we return to God a por-
tion of what he generously gave to us. Our motivation, then, is not obligation, but love for God. 
The members of Shepherd of the Lakes have joined together to spread God’s message both in 
this community and around the world. As our guest, please do not feel obligated to contribute.  
We’re happy that you’re with us to hear about God’s love for you. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Taken from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal, pg. 42 

M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us 
day after day. 

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 

M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us rom 
the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and 
everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love. 

M:  Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden ca-
tastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel 
by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them. 

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, 
and comfort all who are old and infirm. 

M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our gov-
ernment and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship 
and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-
being. 

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be 
peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or 
disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore. 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 Silent prayer. 

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to 
hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our minis-
tries and offerings, and use them to your glory. 

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in 
your sight. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be they name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for-
give us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

HYMN: CW 289……………………………………………………….…….….Preserve Your Word, O Savior 

PRAYER 

M:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 

and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the 
Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.   

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 322………………………………………………..On What Has Now Been Sown 


